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Class Roles and Titles:
About This Book:

Eric Perez (Senior): Story Writer #1

This comic book was written and produced by Ricardo Chama-Jeronimo (Junior): Story Writer #2
Mighty Writers’ teen students as part of a joint Nazai Watson-Johnson (Junior): lllustrator #1 and character designer
project with the Philadelphia Department of Public Mauricio Castro (Freshman): lllustrator #2 and character designer
Health to increase vaccine confidence among Anna Clyman (Freshman): Researcher #1
underserved Philadelphia youth by increasing Danyelle Morris (Junior): Researcher #2
access to vaccine education and resources. Dulce Morales (Junior): Researcher #3
Diego Rosas Cruz (Senior): Editor #1, biography creator
This story is entirely fictional and not based on Jhovanni Juarez (Freshman): Editor #2, biography creator
any real virus, vaccine or serum. Nalleli Flores (Freshman): Editor #3

Daniela Morales: Supervisor/translator

Jorge Reyes: Assistant supervisor/translator

Miguel Zeballos: Illlustrator and educator

Brian Cooper: Science educator

Shout-outs to real-life superheroes:

About Mighty Writers:

lllustrator Miguel Zeballos—and his mother Maria Isabel, whose “ponte

Mighty Writers teaches kids of all ages to think las pilas” conversations got him through this project and life in general.
clearly and write with clarity through free edu-
cational programs that improve academic per- The Mighty Writers team who worked on this project:

. . s Maureen Boland, Brian Cooper, Naomi Levecchia, Rachel Loeper, Daniela
formance, address racial and cultural inequities,

) ) ) ) ) ) Morales (aka Miss Dani), Claudia Peregring, Jorge Reyes, Sukripa Shah,
and build social-emotional skills. Mighty Writers

Liz Spikol, Shari Young and designer Kelly Lasserre.
supports communities by distributing free food,
books and other essential resources at 11 centers And of course, the students whose voices and creativity are planted

in Greater Philadelphia, New Jersey and Texas. throughout this comic.




CHARACTERS

Derek Morewns (16)

Derek is from North
Philadelphia and goes to
Benjamin Franklin High
School. He is a« member of the
boys basketball team at his
school. He is interested in
science and works with his
friend Frida tinkering in a
science lab. He is best friends
with his cousin, James.

Tames Morews (1S)

James grew up down the
block from Derek in
North Philly and goes to
Strawberry Mansion High
School. He plays soccer
and he is being scouted
to play professionally.

ABRIL MorENS (32)

Abril is Derek’s mother and
James’ aunt. She grew up in
Mexico City. She graduvated
from Community College before
moving to South Philadelphia.
She is diabetic but manages to
be active. She volunteered for a
trial vaccine test to help her
community. Before the virus
outbreak, she was a cool Soccer
Tia (Aunt). She always takes
her nephew and son to games.

Fridba D'AaLessandra (17)

Frida grew up in Old City and is

a graduating senior at Palumbo
High School. She’s been accepted
to Penn for Gender, Sexvality and
Women’s Studies. She scored 1450
on the SAT and 30 on the ACT,
and is in five AP classes.

She’s also the founder of the
chem/bio program, VP of the
LGBTQIA+ Club and co-captain of
the track team. She volunteers
with Miss Dani at Mighty Writers.



It's getting out of control.

I hope we can get &
vaccine for this soon.

Siyalo
feeling anxious. ™M

sti

reaction to t

se...J've just been
Y aunt is

IL sick after her bad
he vaccine.
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We ave 50 close,
the trials aré
already vp AW
running, it's all
on you to make
suve these lab
reports are
getting entered
corvectly.

Hola primo,
What's up?...
Oh no! T'm
on my way!

James, I got here s
fast as I could! ¢Cémo
esta Tia Abril?

It’s not looking
good.The doctors
are saying the
complication may
be due to her
diabetes.

Mijos} todo
estara bien —
just keep the
faith and
remembey
'\ I love you.

Don’t worvry, tia,
we're here for
you and we love

you too.




I can’t let my
primo go through
with this. What if

he causes more
pain? I have so
much anger. I can’t
let them continve
putting others in
danger. I have to
stop them.

ing severe
we

She is haV
compuca\tiou.ﬂs. )
will be keeping ©°

I'm glad Derek gave me his pass to get into the
lab. I told him I forgot my headphones but it was
a lie. I just needed to stop this at once. Time
doesn’t feel real. I feel so lost without my mom.

I can’t let
anyone else go
through this. This
is the worst
feeling ever. I
could lose her.

The anger that runs
through me is like nothing

i ; . I've ever felt before.
*Serious vaccine side effects are rare and most people only

experience mild temporary reactions like fever or sore arm.




This must be the
secret project
Frida was
working on.

his?
Something out of this world? ould've done £ .
Could this be the next step who ¢ " ore aly o fe .. .
of their project? Thz:ple with access H;,Sa?:v:en;y key card £ —
’ I don’| AUl headphones,

on’t knowy What T Wais

q,UQ estaba pe ns

ando,
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It was him. Your

key was the last
one entered.

Looking at the footage,
Jdames got into the serum
freezer, from the project
we were working on last
year. He was exposed to

Super-23x. /
8




T
Witiu A bay...
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He said he wanted to stop
it from getting worse. I
thought he wanted to
learn about how fast a
virus can spread.

Departmen
another surge-

3 ko
Oh no, T just 8°
ping from the Health R \
t. Theve's \

As you know, the spread is airborne.
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know! Why
P f do you ;
r B2\ bring it up? /" ;

The serum he
took must’ve
mixed in with
some of the virus
samples we had.
That means his
mutation made
him ultra
contagious.

I feel like this is
my FQU&. How
can I fix this?

Is that...
is that
possible?

I know we have some final
reports to assess before we
get approval to get this
vaccine out there. If James
comes through, T'll handle it!

I hope this holds. The
news is reporting a
mysterious figure
around the city. I think
you should be good.

Just outside of the
Ronaldo Mendora
Center of Science

y
e
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Our security system
is alerting us. Do
you think James is
going to listen?

I am working on the
antidote for him. When
he’s come to his senses,
I can administer jt to

both of you.

You wanna keep
I‘ighting over and
over again? Okay,
fine, byt tell me:
Why are You

doing this?

14
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{Basta! It's not worth
fighting about this.
Let’s talk and resolve
this in a calm manner.
Tia wouldn’t want this!

\

T know it’s difficult, primo. I am sorry I wasn'’t
there when you needed me the most.

T've been so busy in the lab helping Frida.

We can

keep 90IND- . b off and
T won't stop or let's Wt :JS ont
until you're we con fo¢ was?
d- troth. T
stoppe
9

l 7
We can still
help others.

Vaccines can
AFFECT PEOPLE
WITH PREEXISTING
CONDITIONS
DIFFERENTLY, LIKE:

e DIABETES
* HEART DISEASE
o ASTHMA
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Si, gracias
Mama., Why aren’t
You eating?

Tengo que
cvidarme un poco,
amor. T have
something called
diabetes. Nothing
to worry about,
but I need to be
careful and use my
medicine.

You have to remember! You know
she wants to help willions of
people, so now You do the same. Do
Yyou know the information that was
given to her in advance? She knew
what could have happened, and

she still took hey chances.

I love
her, and
T'll do
anything
for her.

She nevey told
me much, only
that it woulg
be okay.

SR
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I know you’re skeptical
but this one was made
specifically for the serum
you were exposed to.

Now a vaccine, that’s

different. A vaccine has
to go through many

trials before it’s ready

for the public.

Maybe I can
help out? Just
like my mom.

) WEEK LATER

We should have final
approval by the end
of the month, thank
you both!

I can’t wait
to tell my
mom!

we should
be getting
final
approval by
the end of

the monthi A _J

I am so proud
of you, mijito!
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We invite you to visit our Philadelphia locations:
Lo invitamos a visitar nuestras ubicaciones en Filadelfia:

MW El Futuro: 1025 S. 9th St., 215-602-0236
MW Germantown: 12 E. Church Lane, 267-239-0899
MW North: 2300 Master St., 610-263-5379

MW West: 3520 Fairmount Ave., 215-387-1066

mightywriters.org
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